DIGITAL MEDIA: NOTES

  

Unit:  DVD Authoring
ABOUT DVD’S
DVD stands for Digital Video Disc (or Digital Versatile Disc). A DVD is an optical disc storage media format that is used for playback of movies with high video and sound quality and for storing data. They are similar in appearance to compact discs.

With Adobe software, you can create DVDs with interactive menu capability.  In such cases, you must divide a sequence into separate movies that viewers can access from the main menu. This option is good for long movies or a collection of related shorts. 
Adobe has 3 software tools that work interactively to assist with DVD burning:

· Adobe Premier Pro: This is the software you have been editing with and it is where you will compile all video that you want to burn to the DVD ONTO A SINGLE TIMELINE.

· Adobe Photoshop Elements: This is an image editor that will allow you to modify any menu templates or even create your own.

· Adobe Encore: Anything designed in the other two programs will need to be imported to Encore for use in the actual DVD burning.

CREATING A DVD

These are the steps you will follow in creating your DVD:

1. Compile all video onto one timeline in a single Adobe Premier Pro timeline.
2. Add Chapter Markers.

Chapter Markers divide a sequence into individual movies that appear as buttons on the DVD main menu. You can place Menu Markers in the sequence to indicate the beginning of each movie.
To add Chapter Marker, move the red line in the timeline to the location where you want the marker and then click on the appropriate button. The easiest way to move to the beginning of a new segment on the timeline is to use the GO TO NEXT EDIT POINT button in the program panel.
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3. Save your Premier file as you’ll need to use it later in Adobe Encore.
4. Open Adobe Encore.

The main screen of Adobe Encore has the following tabs:











5. Choose a Menu Template.

Open Adobe Encore and save the file. Browse through the LIBRARY panel to explore the menu templates. Note that there are several different categories to look through. Choose a layout that you like by double clicking on its name. You should do this even if you want to eventually change the background image. Also notice that there are menus and submenus. You’re going to want both. Be sure to choose the NTSC format as it has the correct dimensions for video playback.






6. Customize the Menu Template.

The elements of the menu can be edited by right clicking on the image preview and choosing EDIT MENU IN PHOTOSHOP. After you are done editing in Photoshop, you will need to re-import the menu to the Encore file by clicking on “FILE”, “IMPORT AS”, “MENU”.
7. Set the Button Actions.
Click on the Menu tab in the panel group at the top left. Double click on the main menu you’ve selected. This should bring up a preview of it in the center of the screen. On the preview, click on a button such as “PLAY MOVIE”. You must set the action you want to occur when a user clicks on the button. 
In the Properties panel at the top right of the screen you will see the variables associated with the button you have selected. For example:




Choose what you want to display when the button is clicked by locating the item in the drop-down and/or subdrop-down menus next to “LINK”.

You must do this FOR EACH BUTTON you have on all menus and submenus. The button may be a direction to another menu, to the main screen, or to play a video clip.
You’ll probably want to set an END ACTION for when each video segment finishes playing. For example, it is often helpful to have the DVD return to the last menu visited after each video plays. To do this, follow these steps:








8. Preview & Burn the DVD
It is critical that you preview the DVD before burning because once finalized, you cannot change it anymore. To preview the DVD, click on this icon          in the tools section. BE ABSOLUTELY CERTAIN THAT YOU 

HAVE TRIED EVERY SINGLE BUTTON/ LINK/ VIDEO and that it does what you expected it to do. You may want to have someone else try it out, too.
When you are confident that everything is the way you want it, click on the WINDOW menu and choose BUILD. Before burning the DVD, you should also let Encore check for errors. Click on the CHECK PROJECT button and investigate any errors that are found.
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Finally, make sure there is a blank DVD in the drive and click the BUILD button. The software will do the rest. The DVD door will pop open when it is done. Label your DVD immediately.
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a. Choose a timeline





b. Choose a video clip from the timeline.





c. You may need to change the name of the clip. 


This is what will appear next to the scene selection button.





d. Set the END ACTION to be where you want the DVD to return after the video clip has finished playing.





Check for errors here.








