Marketing trends project


Unit:  marketing environment
Rationale

Changes in the marketing environment are a source of opportunities and threats to be managed.  The process of continually acquiring information on events occurring outside the organization to identify and interpret potential trends is critical to marketing success.

Assignment

Research a trend in American society.  Conduct more than a surface exploration.  Produce:

· A Presentation containing at least 20 slides

· A one-page executive summary of the contents of the Presentation
· A brief, informal presentation of your findings to the class. 
DO NOT SIMPLY READ THE PRESENTATION SLIDES!!!

Include the following:

· A full description of the trend in terms of its nature, size, & impact

· A description of how you feel any 3 different publics would react to the trend

· Potential company(ies) that could have an interest in monitoring the trend

· Potential product(s)/service(s) that could be marketed to take advantage of the trend OR a description of how an organization appears to be already positioning itself to take advantage of the trend

· Picture(s)

· Relevant info graphic(s) such as pie charts, bar graphs, tables

· Personal statement about whether you think this trend is a good or bad and why

Trendy topics:**

American Family

Population

Education

Ethnic 

Culture

Income

Occupations

Religion

Values/Attitudes

Government Regulation

Technology


**No 2 students should report on the same trend, though you may work in the same topic area as someone else.  Use your judgment deciding how broadly or narrowly to define the topic area.  Also, you may want to report on a trend that spans more than one topic area—Population and Ethnic, for example.

Possible Sources


Traditional press

· The New York Times

· The Wall Street Journal

· Time 

· U.S. News & World Report

· Newsweek 

· U.S.A. Today

· Fortune 

· Forbes 

· Business Week 

Internet

· FEDSTATS:  www.fedstats.gov
· American Demographics:  www.demographics.com 

· America’s Career Info Net:  http://www.acinet.org/acinet/ 

· Census Scope:  http://www.censusscope.org/ 

Ask your friendly librarian

Grading

	Component
	Description
	Possible Points
	Grade Earned

	Completion
	Student completed all parts of the assignment in a timely manner.
	10
	

	Description of trend
	Student described trend in terms of its nature, size and impact.
	20
	

	Publics reaction statement
	Student stated how he/she felt 3 different publics would react to the trend.
	10
	

	Marketing or Company implications
	Student stated how product or service could be marketed to take advantage of the trend OR how a company is already taking advantage of the trend.
	10
	

	Picture(s)
	Student included at least one picture.
	10


	

	Info graphic
	Student included at least one relevant info graphic (chart, diagram, table, graph, etc.).
	10
	

	Personal statement
	 Student included a statement about whether he/she thought the trend was good or bad.
	5
	

	Executive Summary
	Student wrote a one-page executive summary highlighting the main points of the PowerPoint.
	15
	

	Informal presentation
	Student informally presented trend discoveries to peers.
	10
	

	Total
	100


	

	Comments




Further suggestions for trend investigations:

**As evidence of change, think about what types of products/services have come to the marketplace in the last decade or two.  What trend(s) do you see?

American Family

· What is the typical household becoming in terms of parents, children, grandparents, relatives, non-relatives?

· Are more people getting married or divorced?

· What kinds of non-traditional arrangements are developing?

Population

· Which areas of the country (North, Southeast, etc.) are growing in population and which areas are declining?

· Are people moving to the cities, the suburbs, or the country? 

· Is the median age of the American population getting older or younger?

· Are there more people over 65 than teenagers?  Is this relationship changing?

Education

· Is the population becoming more or less educated?

· What types of education are increasing (liberal arts, business, trades, etc.)?

Ethnic 

· How is the racial makeup of the country changing?  

· What is the status of immigration to this country?

Culture

· Are the roles of men and women changing in America?

· How has advertising changed in the last twenty or thirty years?

**You might check magazine covers or newspaper headlines as indicators of cultural trends.  For example, how are women and men depicted?  What cultural characteristics are evident?

Income

· Have average incomes gone up or down in the recent past?

· How have people been using their money?  What are they spending it on?  Are they saving more or less?  Do Americans have more or less debt than they used to?

· What is happening to prices?

· How is income distributed in the U.S.?  Are some groups of people getting wealthier or poorer every year?

Occupations

· In what fields are more people needed?  In what fields are less people needed?

· Are some jobs becoming obsolete or disappearing?

· What new types of jobs have appeared?

Religion

· Is religion becoming more or less important to Americans?

· Are some religions becoming more popular than others or than they were before?

Values/Attitudes

· What kinds of things do American’s value?  Has this changed in the last decade or two?

· How have people’s attitudes changed towards work, internationalism, popular culture, the natural environment or health?

· Is patriotism on the rise or on the decrease?

Government Regulation

· Is the government becoming more or less involved in business regulation (in a specific OR a general way)?

· As evidence, have any laws been passed recently that encourage or discourage business?

· Is business becoming more or less international?

Technology


· What new technologies have been developed?  Do you see a pattern in this development?

· What is driving this development?  What do people ultimately want in their technology?

WHAT EVIDENCE DO YOU SEE FOR THE TREND THAT YOU ARE DESCRIBING?

